RUTH CHAPTER 2-LESSON 4

PAGAN VIEW OF LIFE HEBREW VIEW OF LIFE

TRAPPED IN THE CIRCLE OF LIFE “J-CURVE” OF DEATH AND RESURRECTION
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1JOHN 4:16 GOD IS LOVE, AND WHOEVER ABIDES IN LOVE ABIDES IN GOD, AND GOD ABIDES IN HIM.
SOCIAL STATUS IN ISRAEL:

NG RWN N NDOR N

KING OR JUDGE OF ISRAEL 8. SON
TRIBAL LEADER (TRIBE OF JUDAH) 9. WIFE (NAOMI)
CLAN LEADER (IN BETHLEHEM) 10. DAUGHTER
CLAN SUBGROUP LEADER (THIS WOULD BE BOAZ) 11. MALE SERVANT
OLDER FATHER 12. FEMALE SERVANT
FATHER (ELIMELECH) 13. RESIDENT ALIEN
i L PenLE PREIGNER LRUTH)
b v By A (3‘ E"‘ &
COMMANDS GIVEN TO RUTH: =

DO NOT GLEAN IN ANOTHER

DO NOT THIS ONE

KEEP CLOSE TO MY YOUNG

LET YOUR BE ON THE FIELD THAT THEY ARE REAPING

AFTER THEM

| HAVE COMMANDED THE NOTTOTOUCHYOQU
WHEN YOU ARE THIRSTY, GO TO THE VESSELS AND DRINK

QUOTE FROM A COMMENTARY: "WHEN BOAZ TOLD RUTH NOT TO GO TO ANOTHER FIELD TO GLEAN, HE IS SAYING
MORE THAN SIMPLY, ‘HEY, | HAVE PLENTY. SAVE YOURSELF AFEW STEPS AND JUST DO ONE STOP SHOPPING
HERE. | DON'T MIND SHARING, SO DON'T FEEL AS IF YOU ARE IMPOSING.’ HE IS RECOGNIZING HOW MUCH SHE IS
AT RISKAND IS SAYING, YOU WILL BE SAFE HERE. | HERBY INVITE YOU INTO MY SPHERE OF PROTECTION, AND AS
LONGAS YOU STAY IN MY FIELDS YOU WILL NOT BE HARMED.” AS MODERN WESTERNERS WE MISS HIS EXTREME
GENEROSITY.”



STEPS TO GOING INTO SOMEONE ELSES’S WORLD:
1. PAY ;
2. LOOKING IS FOLLOWED BY

3. COMPASSION IS FOLLOWED BY

BOAZ'S BLESSING CONTAINS 2 IMAGES:
1. REPAYMENT AND

2. HIDING UNDER THE OF GOD
ABLESSING:
S MORE THAN JUST SPEECH :
*PRESUMES THE EXISTENCE OF ADIVINE PRESENCE ORDERING OUR FOR GOOD AND
FOR BLESSING |
A CURSE

*1S APRAYER THAT SOMETHING WOULD GO
*A CURSE USES THE POWER OF WORDS TOTRYTO _
*USES THE POWER OF WORDS TO

* |SAPRAYER FOR GOD IN HIS MYSTERIOUS WAY TO BRING INTO ANOTHERS LIFE
* ASSUMES THAT WORDS HAVE
* ASSUMES THAT OUR WORLD IS IN UNSEEN WAYS
TO THE HEBREW A BLESSING: o
*ASSUMED THAT GOD IS AN PLAYER IN THE UNIVERSE
*BELIEVES THAT HUMAN WORDS SPOKEN TO GOD RELEASE GOD'S
CREATIVE POWER FOR

EN WE MAKE THE CHOICE TO TAKE THE | OWER PLACE, ‘YOU AGAINST ME’
BECOMES ‘GOD WITH ME™

CREATING COMMUNITY:

1. COMMUNITY IS CREATED THROUGH
QUESTIONS TO ASK OURSELVES:
*WHO CAN | LOVE?
*WHO IS LEFT OUT?
JESUS’S DYING LOVE FOR ME—> MY DYING LOVE FOR OTHERS—>COMMUNITY
AN EPHAH IS ABOUT LITERS

5 BAD MOVES TO MAKE IN OUR HEARTS WHEN LIFE ISN'T FAIR:

AND SLANDER

1
2.
3. AND MOCKING
4.
5

EMOTIONAL .

MAKE THE GOAL OF OUR LIVES!

THE CURE FOR A CRANKY SOUL:
1.

2. TO THE LIFE THAT GOD HAS GIVEN ME




RUTH CHAPTER 2
V.1 NOW NAOMI HAD A KINSMAN OF HER HUSBAND, A MAN OF GREAT
WEALTH, OF THE FAMILY OF ELIMELECH, WHOSE NAME WAS BOAZ.
V. 2 AND RUTH THE MOABITESS SAID TO NAOMI, “PLEASE LET ME GO TO
THE FIELD AND GLEAN AMONG THE EARS OF GRAIN AFTER ONE IN
WHOSE SIGHT | MAN FIND FAVOR.” AND SHE SAID TO HER, “GO, MY
DAUGHTER.”
V.3 SO SHE DEPARTED AND WENT AND GLEANED IN THE FIELD AFTER
THE REAPERS; AND SHE HAPPENED TO COME TO THE PORTION OF THE
FIELD BELONGING TO BOAZ, WHO WAS OF THE FAMILY OF ELIMELECH.
V.4 NOW BEHOLD, BOAZ CAME FROM BETHLEHEM AND SAID TO THE
REAPERS, “MAY THE LORD BE WITH YOU.” AND THEY SAID TO HIM, “MAY
THE LORD BLESS YOU.”
V.5 THEN BOAZ SAID TO HIS SERVANT WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE
REAPERS, “WHOSE YOUNG WOMAN IS THIS?”
V.6 THE SERVANT IN CHARGE OF THE REAPERS REPLIED, “SHE IS THE
YOUNG MOABITE WOMAN WHO RETURNED WITH NAOMI FROM THE
LAND OF MOAB.
V.7 AND SHE SAID, ‘PLEASE LET ME GLEAN AND GATHER AFTER THE
REAPERS AMONG THE SHEAVES.' THUS SHE CAME AND HAS REMAINED
FROM THE MORNING UNTIL NOW; SHE HAS BEEN SITTING IN THE HOUSE
FOR A LITTLE WHILE.”
V.8 THEN BOAZ SAID TO RUTH, “LISTEN CAREFULLY, MY DAUGHTER. DO
NOT GO TO GLEAN IN ANOTHER FIELD; FURTHERMORE, DO NOT GO ON
FROM THIS ONE, BUT STAY HERE WITH MY MAIDS.
V.9 LET YOUR EYES BE ON THE FIELD WHICH THEY REAP, AND GO
AFTER THEM. INDEED, | HAVE COMMANDED THE SERVANTS NOT TO
TOUCH YOU. WHEN YOU ARE THIRSTY, GO TO THE WATER JARS AND .
DRINK FROM WHAT THE SERVANTS DRAW.”
V.10 THEN SHE FELL ON HER FACE, BOWING TO THE GROUND AND SAID
TO HIM, “WHY HAVE | FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT THAT YOU SHOULD
TAKE NOTICE OF ME, SINCE | AM A FOREIGNER?”
V. 11 BOAZ REPLIED TO HER, “ALL THAT YOU HAVE DONE FOR YOUR
MOTHER-IN-LAW AFTER THE DEATH OF YOUR HUSBAND HAS BEEN
FULLY REPORTED TO ME, AND HOW YOU LEFT YOUR FATHER AND YOUR

MOTHER AND THE LAND OF YOUR BIRTH, AND CAME TO A PEOPLE THAT
YOU DID NOT PREVIOUSLY KNOW.



V.12 MAY THE LORD REWARD YOUR WORK, AND YOUR WAGES BE FULL
FROM THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, UNDER WHOSE WINGS YOU
HAVE COME TO SEEK REFUGE.”

V. 13 THEN SHE SAID, “l HAVE FOUND FAVOR IN YOUR SIGHT, MY LORD,
FOR YOU HAVE COMFORTED ME AND INDEED HAVE SPOKEN KINDLY TO
YOUR MAIDSERVANT, THOUGH | AM NOT LIKE ONE OF YOUR
MAIDSERVANTS.”

V. 14 AT MEALTIME BOAZ SAID TO HER, “COME HERE, THAT YOU MAY EAT
OF THE BREAD AND DIP YOUR PIECE OF BREAD IN THE VINEGAR.” SO
SHE SAT BESIDE THE REAPERS; AND HE SERVED HER ROASTED GRAIN,
AND SHE ATE AND WAS SATISFIED AND HAD SOME LEFT.

V. 15 WHEN SHE ROSE TO GLEAN, BOAZ COMMANDED HIS SERVANTS,
SAYING, “LET HER GLEAN EVEN AMONG THE SHEAVES, AND DO NOT
INSULT HER.

V. 16 ALSO YOU SHALL PURPOSELY PULL OUT FOR HER SOME GRAIN
FROM THE BUNDLES AND LEAVE IT THAT SHE MAY GLEAN, AND DO NOT
REBUKE HER.”

V. 17 SO SHE GLEANED IN THE FIELD UNTIL EVENING. THEN SHE BEAT
OUT WHAT SHE HAD GLEANED, AND IT WAS ABOUT AN EPHAH OF
BARLEY.

V. 18 SHE TOOK IT UP AND WENT INTO THE CITY, AND HER
MOTHER-IN-LAW SAW WHAT SHE HAD GLEANED. SHE ALSO TOOK IT
OUT AND GAVE NAOMI WHAT SHE HAD LEFT AFTER SHE WAS SATISFIED.
V. 19 HER MOTHER-IN-LAW THEN SAID TO HER, “WHERE DID YOU GLEAN
TODAY AND WHERE DID YOU WORK? MAY HE WHO TOOK NOTICE OF
YOU BE BLESSED.” SO SHE TOLD HER MOTHER-IN-LAW WITH WHOM
SHE HAD WORKED AND SAID, “THE NAME OF THE MAN WITH WHOM |
WORKED TODAY IS BOAZ.” )
V.20 NAOMI SAID TO HER DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, “MAY HE BE BLESSED OF
THE LORD WHO HAS NOT WITHDRAWN HIS KINDNESS TO THE LIVING
AND TO THE DEAD.” AGAIN NAOMI SAID TO HER, “THE MAN IS OUR
RELATIVE, HE IS ONE OF OUR CLOSEST RELATIVES,”

V.21 THEN RUTH THE MOABITESS SAID, “FURTHERMORE, HE SAID TO
ME, ‘YOU SHOULD STAY CLOSE TO MY SERVANTS UNTIL THEY HAVE
FINISHED ALL MY HARVEST.”

V. 22 NAOMI SAID TO RUTH HER DAUGHTER—IN LAW, 4T IS GOOD, MY
DAUGHTER, THAT YOU GO OUT WITH HIS MAIDS, SO THAT OTHERS DO
NOT FALL UPON YOU IN ANOTHER FIELD.” .

V. 23 SO SHE STAYED CLOSE BY THE MAIDS OF BOAZ IN ORDER TO
GLEAN UNTIL THE END OF THE BARLEY HARVEST AND THE WHEAT
HARVEST. AND SHE LIVED WITH HER MOTHER-IN-LAW.



